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THREE U.S. NAVY SHIPS NAMED WISCONSIN

USS WISCONSIN (BB 9)
ILLINOIS Class Pre-Dreadnought Battleship
Served: 1901-1920
Deployed globally, including Russo-Japanese War 
and the Great White Fleet (1907-1909)

USS WISCONSIN (BB 64)
IOWA Class Battleship

Served: 1944 -1948, 1951-1958, 1988-1991
Action in World War II, Korean War, Cold War, and 

Gulf War
Now a Museum Ship in Norfolk, VA

Future USS WISCONSIN (SSBN 827)
COLUMBIA Class Ballistic Missile Submarine
Service expected: 2030-2072
The most survivable leg of the nation’s nuclear triad 
Sea-Based Strategic Deterrent

Wisconsin’s Long U.S. Navy History
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NATION’S TOP DEFENSE ACQUISITION PRIORITY

COLUMBIA (SSBN 826) Class Submarines

OHIO (SSBN 726) Class
Over 4300 Strategic Deterrence Patrols
Service Life Started in the 1980s
Nearing the End of their Extended Service Life

COLUMBIA (SSBN 826) Class

Planned 42 Year Service Life
No Need for Mid-Life Reactor Overhaul
Service Expected: 2030-2072

The most survivable leg of the 
strategic nuclear triad: 

Sea-Based Strategic Deterrence

COLUMBIA Class submarines will provide 
“credible, enduring strategic deterrence capability”
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Traditional U.S. Navy Ceremonial Milestones

● Naming:  October 28, 2020
● Keel Laying:  August 27, 2025 
● Christening:  FY 2028

EXPECTED LIFESPAN OF MORE THAN 40 YEARS

Construction 
Underway at 

Huntington Ingalls 
Industries in 

Partnership with 
General Dynamics 

Electric Boat. 

● Commissioning:  FY 2030
● Decommissioning:  FY 2070+

WISCONSIN (SSBN 827) Milestones

Photo Credit:  Ashley Cowan/HII

First Casting Milestone Achieved
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Mission: Build and maintain a proud and active relationship with the citizens 
of Wisconsin and WISCONSIN (SSBN 827) Blue and Gold crews and their families
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ESTABLISHED IN 2021; 501(C)(3) 

USS Wisconsin SSBN 827 Association

- Youth and STEM Programs
- Scholarship Endowments
- Crew Support and Namesake Visits
- Celebration of Traditional Ceremonial 

Milestones:  Keel Laying, Christening, 
Commissioning and Decommissioning
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• A dimensionally accurate 1:11 scaled model:  WIS 827 
• Christened at the Wisconsin State Capitol in Madison on 

August 27, 2022 (8/27) by ship’s sponsor, Dr. Kelly Geurts

Wisconsin Inflatable Submarine 827

A symbolic Christening bottle filled with waters 
from Lake Superior and Lake Michigan

MAKING WIS 827 A WISCONSIN ICON
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SSBN 827’s “3rd Crew” are the fans of the submarine, the submarine 
force and the Navy.  We watch from the sidelines, cheering and ready to 
support the men and women onboard WISCONSIN (SSBN 827) and we 
celebrate the rich maritime heritage of her namesake state. 

DONORS AND VOLUNTEERS

Blue Crew, Gold Crew, 3rd Crew
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Online Engagement

MANAGING OUR ONLINE PRESENCE

• First Deep Dive Newsletter Issued
• Communications Strategy and Talking Points Developed
• Linked In Profile Established
• Facebook Page Managed
• Website Actively Updated 
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Ship’s Sponsor

Dr. Kelly S. Geurts
WISCONSIN (SSBN 827) 

Ship’s Sponsor

SUPPORTING OUR MISSION

Retired Teacher of 32 Years

Graduate Degree in Special Education

Doctoral Degree in Teacher Leadership

Presenter at Numerous Educational 
Conferences, Symposia and Leadership 

Summits

Community Volunteer

Passionate Advocate for 
Equal Educational Access
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Your generosity helps fund initiatives like Commissioning and traditional ceremonial 
celebrations, crew visits to Wisconsin and programs that boost the morale, well-being, and 
recreation of SSBN 827 Blue and Gold crews and their families. Your support fuels impactful 
educational opportunities, including STEM and skilled trades outreach and helps establish a 
scholarship endowment to empower crew families to pursue their academic goals.

HELP US MOVE FORWARD FOR FREEDOM FOR

WISCONSIN CITIZENS AND WISCONSIN (SSBN 827) CREWS

Support Our Mission
Support WISCONSIN (SSBN 827) Crews
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DONORS PROPEL OUR MISSION FORWARD

Corporate Donors
With Much Gratitude, We Recognize Our Corporate Donors 


	Slide 1: Former and Future USS WISCONSINs
	Slide 2: Delivering COLUMBIA Class - National Strategic Imperative
	Slide 3: Construction Progress
	Slide 4: In It For the Long Haul  
	Slide 5: A Little Bit of Wisconsin
	Slide 6: Building Our Crew
	Slide 7: Growing Our Profile Across the Country
	Slide 8: Consistent Support from Ship’s Sponsor
	Slide 9: Preserving Wisconsin’s Maritime & Navy Legacy
	Slide 10: Donors Supporting the Association’s Mission

