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MEDIA ADVISORY 
FOR THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 2026 — 4:00 P.M. CT 
 
Broadcast Visuals: 50-Foot Submarine Replica, NJROTC Color Guard, Governor’s Proclamation Highlight 
USS WISCONSIN (SSBN 827) Day in Milwaukee 
 
MILWAUKEE, Wis. — The USS Wisconsin SSBN 827 Association, in partnership with the War Memorial 
Center and the Milwaukee Council of the Navy League of the United States, will host a public celebration 
of USS WISCONSIN (SSBN 827) Day on Thursday, August 27, at the War Memorial Beer Garden in 
Milwaukee. 
 
The annual observance is formally proclaimed by Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers and is held on 8/27 — 
matching the submarine’s hull number, 827. The event honors Wisconsin’s namesake ballistic missile 
submarine, the Sailors who will serve aboard her, the Silent Service, and Wisconsin’s longstanding 
contributions to U.S. naval power and shipbuilding. 
 
VISUALS 

 WIS 827, the Association’s approximately 50-foot inflatable submarine replica, on special “patrol” 
along the Lake Michigan shoreline 

 Presentation of the Colors by The Lincoln Academy NJROTC Color Guard 
 Ceremonial reading of Governor Tony Evers’ USS WISCONSIN (SSBN 827) Day proclamation 
 Veterans, military supporters, students, community organizations, and state leaders gathered along 

Milwaukee’s lakefront 
 Photo and stand-up opportunities with WIS 827 and the War Memorial Center as a backdrop 

 
INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITIES 
Association leaders and event participants will be available to discuss: 

 The significance of WISCONSIN (SSBN 827), the first submarine to bear Wisconsin’s name 
 Wisconsin’s historic role in submarine construction and naval service 
 The more than 300 Wisconsin businesses supporting the COLUMBIA Class submarine program 
 How the Association supports the future Blue and Gold crews and their families 
 The Association’s “3rd Crew” of Wisconsin volunteers, advocates, and supporters ashore 
 STEM, skilled-trades and maritime education opportunities tied to Wisconsin’s naval heritage 
 The role of the Silent Service in America’s strategic deterrence mission 

 
 

-MORE- 



 
 
WHAT 
Public celebration of USS WISCONSIN (SSBN 827) Day 
 
WHEN 
Thursday, August 27, 2026 
Program begins at 4:00 p.m. CT 
 
WHERE 
War Memorial Center Beer Garden 
Adjacent to the War Memorial  
750 N Lincoln Memorial Dr, Milwaukee, WI 53202 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
 
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 
4:00 p.m. — Opening of USS WISCONSIN (SSBN 827) Day program 
Presentation of the Colors — The Lincoln Academy NJROTC Color Guard 
Welcome remarks — MG Brian Winski, USA (Ret.) 
Remarks from distinguished guests 
Reading of Governor Evers’ proclamation 
USS Wisconsin SSBN 827 Association update 
Photos with WIS 827, the Association’s 1:11-scale inflatable submarine replica 
No-host social hour, networking and sea stories 
 
WHY IT MATTERS 
WISCONSIN (SSBN 827) is the second submarine of the Navy’s new COLUMBIA Class of ballistic missile 
submarines. As construction continues, the USS Wisconsin SSBN 827 Association is building a lasting 
connection between the people of Wisconsin and the submarine’s future Blue and Gold crews and their 
families. 
 
Wisconsin’s naval heritage includes more than 65 U.S. Navy ships named for the state, its communities and its 
people. During World War II, Manitowoc Shipbuilding Company built 28 submarines, and today more than 300 
Wisconsin businesses contribute design, manufacturing and support to the COLUMBIA Class program. 
“It is an honor to stand with our community to support the future Sailors who will carry Wisconsin’s name into 
defense of our nation,” said Lisa Phillips, President of the USS Wisconsin SSBN 827 Association. “Governor 
Evers’ proclamation and this gathering at the War Memorial Center highlight our state’s deep commitment to 
the Silent Service.” Learn more at http://www.usswisconsinsub.org/. 
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